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Office of the Attorney General 

13 Positions have been 
completely eliminated 

12 Positions are 
currently vacant 

182 Positions are 
currently filled 

25 Positions lost 



$2,384,900 Reduction in Budget 
since FY2009 



Appropriation vs. Dollars Returned 
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Medicaid Fraud Unit 

• FY 2011 Recoveries 

– $3,097,637 



Idaho Estate Recovery Program 

• FY2011 Recoveries 

– $5,560,494 



Consumer Protection Division 

• FY2011 Recoveries 

– $7,563,698 includes: 

• Restitution $5,365,079 

• Fees, penalties and expenses $2,198,619 

– Recoveries transferred to  
General Fund $1,568,900 



Consumer Protection Division 

• FY2012 Year to Date Recoveries 

– $6,475,535 

– $13,932,238 mortgage foreclosure 
settlement on February 9, 2012 

• Fiscal Year to Date Total 

 $20,407,773 
 



Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement 

• FY2011 

– Received more than $25 million 

• FY2012 

– Idaho expects to receive similar 
amount 



Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement 

• Tobacco recoveries in jeopardy 

– Tobacco companies withholding 
millions of dollars in payments 

– Companies are seeking to wipe out 
tens of millions of dollars in future 
payments 



Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement 

• National Arbitration 

– Tobacco companies 

• Over 90 attorneys assigned 

• 5 Large law firms to this case 

– Idaho Attorney General’s Office 

• 2 attorneys assigned 

 



Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement 

• Idaho must continue to defend our 
share of these payments 

 

 



Healthcare Reform Litigation 

• Briefing almost complete 

• Oral argument  

– March 26 through 28, 2012 

• Decision anticipated June 2012 



Snake River Basin Adjudication 

• The end is near 

– More than 150,000 water rights 
adjudicated 

– Less than 1,000 cases remain 

• Surface/groundwater conflict 
almost complete 

 





Idaho Faces Legal Jeopardy 

• Cannot retain attorneys 

• Unable to reward loyalty and  
good work 



Office of the Attorney General Staffing 

• Attorneys leaving to take positions at other 
state agencies 

– Competing with salaries we cannot match 

• Attorneys leaving for the private sector are 
doubling their salaries 



Office of the Attorney General Staffing 

• Struggling to fill vacant positions 

– DHR reports state employee salaries average 
18.6% below market 

– Qualified candidates are not willing to accept 
available salaries 





Office of the Attorney General 

13 Positions have been 
completely eliminated 

12 Positions are 
currently vacant 

182 Positions are 
currently filled 

25 Positions lost 



Dramatic increase of legal work since 
economic downturn 



Inadequate compensation 

Long hours to handle caseloads 

Staff reductions 



Three Simple Measures 

• Fully fund $400,000 FY2013 budget request 

• Continue lump sum authority 

• Continue and extend interagency billing 
authority 



Appropriation Less Than 1% 





Fiscal Year 2013 Request 

Description Total 

State Legal Services $18,662,200 

Special Litigation  $669,400 

Total Request $19,331,600 
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